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SUBJECT: PAK QUERY REGARDING JOINT COMMISSION WITH INDIA 

1 FOREIGN SECRETARY AGHA SHAHI ASKED TO SEE AMBASSADOR 
(BY WHOM THIS MESSAGE WAS DICTATED) SHORTLY BEFORE HIS 
DEPARTURE LAST NIGHT. SUBJECT HE WANTED TO TALK ABOUT 
WAS PROPOSED VISIT OF THE SECRETARY TO THE SUB-CONTINENT. 

HE SAID THAT PRIME MINISTER IS CONCERNED RE IMPLICATIONS 
OF RECENT PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS OF AMBASSADOR KAUL. 
KAUL HAD APPARENTLY SAID THAT SECRETARY'S VISIT TO INDIA 
WOULD BE DRAMATIC IN THAT IT WOULD INCLUDE ESTABLISHMENT 
IN OF A "JOINT COMMISSION" WITH SUB-COMMISSIONS OPERATING 
IN MANY FIELDS. SHAHI SAID THEY ARE CURIOUS ABOUT THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE JOINT COMMISSION IDEA, BUT MORE CONCERNED 
OVER THE FACT THAT KAUL WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE 
SECRETARY WOULD MAKE "SIDE VISITS" TO PAKISTAN 
AND BANGLADESH. ACCORDING TO THEIR REPORTS KAUL 
ALSO SAID THAT DURING THESE SIDE VISITS. MRS. KISSINGER 
WOULD TOUR INDIA. 

2. AMBASSADOR REMARKED ON THE JOINT COMMISSIONS 
ALONG LINES LAINGEN HAD RECENTLY GIVEN PAK MINISTER 
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SOMEWHAT, SAYING IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION THE SECRETARY 
FELT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH A COMMISSION COULD 
FACILITATE GETTING THINGS MOVING AGAIN WITH COUNTRIES 
WHERE OUR RELATIONS HAD NOT BEEN VERY GOOD. AMBASSADOR 
REMARKED HE COULD NOT THINK OF ANY CASE WHERE SUCH A 
PROCEDURAL ARRANGEMENT HAD BEEN SET UP WITH 
COUNTRIES WHERE WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE GOVERNMENT, 
ITS MINISTERS, ETC. WERE ALREADY FRIENDLY AND PRODUCTIVE. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR SENSED THAT THE REAL CONCERN ON THE 
PAK SIDE WAS THAT SECRETARY'S VISIT TO AREA MIGHT BE 
CONDUCTED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO UNDULY "DOWNGRADE" PAKISTAN, 
AND IN THIS REGARD SHAHI INDICATED GOP MUCH DISTURBED 
ABOUT KAUL'S REMARKS ABOUT MRS. KISSINGER, WHICH 

IMPLIED SHE WOULD TOUR INDIA WHILE THE SECRETARY MADE 
SIDE TRIP HERE. AMBASSADOR SAID HE HAD NO BACKGROUND 
ON THIS MATTER BUT WOULD REPORT GOP FEELINGS RE THE 
MATTER. SHAHI SAID HE HOPED THERE IS NO MISUNDERSTANDING 
AS TO HIS GOVERNMENT'S INVITATION TO THE SECRETARY, 

SAYING BHUTTO IN HIS MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON 
SECRETARY'S MESSAGE HAD SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED HIS HOPE 
MRS. KISSINGER WOULD VISIT PAKISTAN. 

4. BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE WANTED 
HIS AND MRS. BYROADE'S HOPE ADDED TO PAKISTANI HOPES 
THAT MRS. KISSINGER WILL BE ABLE TO ACCOMPANY THE 
SECRETARY TO PAKISTAN. 
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